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Antique Reel

Back before the days of split bamboo, there was just bamboo or wooden rods.


Needing to have some tool, to hold your line, then reels were made. But, you needed some way to attach the reel to the rod, this was even before there was reel seats added to the rods. This fly reel is one of those early fly rod reels, It has a hand drag, that uses leather pad to bread the reel, with a running fish. It has two handles that I sure busted your knuckles when you tried to bring in a fish, and it took off and ran, but that was the way it was. This is a production reel, but I can’t find any name on it. Reel is X” in diameter, comes with a lot of line. (silk?) Not sure how to tell?

Reel looks complete, though it is not round as it should be, it however could easily be repaired. The non-alloy aluminum of course was light, but soft, so even laying it down on a rock, could bend it, with just the weight of the rod and line.

